HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD
Minutes
January 19, 2016



The Health & Human Services Advisory Board met on January 19, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., in the large classroom of the Human Services Complex at 127 Caroline Street.  The following members were present:		
	Ms. Aletha Lanier 	Dr. John Stevenson 
	Ms. Evonne Leonard	Mr. Rick Sago
Mr. Jon Marks	Ms Carolyn Walker
Mr. Thad Ussery	Mr. Paul Smart

Also present at the meeting were Tommy Jarrell, Health and Human Services Director; Robby Hall, Director of Social Services; Sherry McElduff, Administrative Assistant; Jacqueline Welch, Aging Services Director; Kim Crump, Health Education Supervisor; Nancy Porter, Health Educator; Barrett Holliman, Theresa Smith and Karen Steen from Department of Social Services.  Ms. Emma Ellerbe, Dr. Covington, Dr. Souder, Dr. Dale McInnis, Mr. Keith McKenzie and Shirley Fuller were unable to attend the meeting.
	
Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Ussery.

Invocation:
The invocation was delivered by Mr. Jon Marks.

Discussion/Adjustments (& approval) to Agenda:
Chairperson Ussery asked if any of the members had any discussion/adjustments to the Agenda.  Dr. Jarrell moved that Ms. Jacqueline Welch be added to the Agenda under Administrative Reports and Robby Hall moved that Ms. Suzanne Maness be removed from Public Comments.  Chairperson Ussery asked if there were any further adjustments to the agenda; and if not, called for a motion to adopt the agenda as amended.  By a motion from Aletha Lanier, seconded by Evonne Moore-Leonard and unanimously carried, the Board voted and unanimously approved the amended agenda. 

Election of Chairperson & Vice-Chairperson
Dr. Jarrell advised the Board that in accordance with the By-Laws, at the beginning of each calendar year, the Board is required to elect a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson.  Dr. Jarrell  then opened the floor for a nomination for  Chairperson and Ms. Evonne Moore-Leonard nominated Mr. Thad Ussery.  Mr. Paul Smart seconded the nomination and Mr. Jon Marks made the motion to close the nominations.  Dr. Cleveland seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous for Mr. Ussery to serve as Chairperson for 2016.  Dr. Jarrell then turned the meeting over to newly elected Chairperson Ussery for nominations for Vice-Chairperson.
Election of Vice-Chairperson
Chairperson Ussery opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chairperson and Ms. Evonne Moore-Leonard nominated Mr. Paul Smart.  Dr. Stevenson seconded the nomination and Mr. Jon Marks made the motion to close the nominations.  Dr. Cleveland seconded the motion, and the vote was unanimous for Mr. Smart to serve as Vice-Chairperson.

 Approval of Minutes from the November, 2015 meeting:
Chairperson Ussery called for a motion to approve the minutes from the November, 2015 meeting. Dr. Stevenson made the motion; it was seconded by Jon Marks, and was unanimously carried.

Public Comments:
There were no public comments.

Administrative Reports:
Health and Human Services Director’s Report by Tommy Jarrell
Immunization Update:  Dr. Jarrell reported that once a year each county is audited to see if two year old children have had required immunizations.  Richmond County was audited several weeks ago and the results were that over 90% of the children had been immunized in a timely fashion.  Dr. Jarrell reported that the National Goal is for each county to reach a goal of 80% and was pleased that Richmond County was in the top tier in North Carolina.

Teen Pregnancy Report: 
Each board member was given a copy of the Teen Pregnancy Report.  Dr. Jarrell stated the report was one year behind because of issues in obtaining abortion data.  Dr. Jarrell stated the report was self-explanatory; but wanted to point out that in 2006, Richmond County was number one in the state in teen pregnancies and in 2014, the teen pregnancy rate had dropped to 20th.  Dr. Jarrell stated we have made progress but it is hoped we will be out of the top 20 in 2015.  He also stated that 62% of births in Richmond County are to unwed mothers and that trend does not seem to be going down.  

Infant Mortality Report:  Each board member was given a copy of the Infant Mortality Report.  Dr. Jarrell explained that from looking at the charts in the report, infant mortality rates have improved considerably.  In Richmond County for the past five years, 2010-2014, the rate is 8.7 with the state rate in North Carolina being 7.1.  Dr. Jarrell reported we still have a lot of work to do and that one of the serious problem in our community is that many pregnant women are smoking while pregnant. 

Aging Services Report:  Jacqueline Welch, Director of Aging Services, updated the board on the 37th Annual Christmas Party for seniors.  Ms. Welch report they had 1100 in attendance, over 200 baskets were given to home bound seniors, and the IT Department recorded the party to be shown on the community channel.
 

Director of Social Services Report by Robby Hall
Adult Services:  Barrett Holliman, Intake & Triage Manager for Social Services, updated the Board on the progress of the Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP).  The LIEAP Program is a federally-funded program that provides for a one-time vendor payment to help eligible households pay their heating bills.  Only households containing an elderly person age 60 and above or disabled persons receiving services through the Division of Aging and Adult Services are eligible to potentially receive benefits.  Mr. Holliman reported applications were taken on-site at Rockingham Senior Center, Ellerbe Senior Center, Hamlet Senior Center and Magnolia Apartments.  Applications were also received from Lennox Station and Holiday Village Apartments and informational literature was placed in each fruit bag given during the Senior Christmas Party at Cole Auditorium regarding the LIEAP Program.  Through January 18, 2016, 1282 applications had been approved for CIP/LIEAP assistance and 37 applications had been denied.  With the Duke Merger Grant, seventy Duke Energy households were assisted with their cooling and heating needs for the year 2015.  This includes the purchase of 50 box fans and 12 air conditioning units for senior citizens.  One heating unit was repaired and two additional repairs are still pending.

Duke Endowment:   Theressa Smith gave an overview and update as follows: As reported in the meeting in November, with support from Duke Endowment, an Outcome Referral research-based  behavioral assessment tool, Treatment Outcome Package (TOP), has been implemented to do a better job tracking a child’s well-being over time. All Child Protective Services’ staff has been trained on using the TOP Tool.  A Stakeholders meeting was held on 12/15/2015 which included the school system, mental health and private providers.  All required Social Workers have been registered into Wellness Check for TOP and 33 children have been entered into the system.  36 Raters have been invited to complete the TOP Tool and we have had 44% response.  The TOP tool will be used in CAT meetings and will be used to address any issues the child is having that are discovered based on the report TOP generates from the raters’ responses. 

Ms. Smith reported North Carolina failed the Federal Review and will be developing a Performance Improvement Plan.  The State completed a Process Review in Richmond County and a meeting will be held on January 20, 2016 to review and finalize Richmond County’s Performance Development Plan.  Richmond County Department of Social Services has hired a Quality Assurance person and is doing monthly record reviews in the Child Protective Services Department.  Also, they are working to become current in State required training.  Ongoing training has been scheduled on a monthly basis to address the required 24 hrs. /year training requirement.  Also, an estimated 11 out of 15 scheduled days, Richmond County Department of Social Services has had a therapist on site to provide therapy for Child Protective Services cases.

Director of Aging Services Report by Jacqueline Welch
Ms. Welch gave an update on senior activities and the 37th Annual Senior Christmas Party that was held at the Cole Auditorium on December 17, 2015.

Committee Reports:
None

Old Business:
None

New Business:
Presentation of  S.O.T.C.H. Report:
A copy of the 2015 State-of-the County Health Report (S.O.T.C.H.) was given to each board member.  Kim Crump and Nancy Porter reviewed the report with board members with particular attention given to the continued increase in the number of controlled substances filled in Richmond County, the increase in the use of tobacco and tobacco products (electronic cigarettes) among  middle and high school teens, the fact that cancer has become the leading cause of death in the county, slightly surpassing diseases of the heart, and the high STI/STD rates among teens 15 to 18 years old in Richmond County, particularly Chlamydia which is almost double the state rate. There was a discussion of the S.O.T.C.H. Report by the board and various aspects of the report were discussed.

Radon Proclamation:  Dr. Jarrell reported that January was National Radon Action Month.  Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas and can accumulate to dangerous levels inside buildings.  Exposure to radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States, and the number one cause among non-smokers.  The U.S. Surgeon General has recommended that all homes in the U.S. be tested for radon. A Proclamation was given to each board member. Dr. Jarrell requested approval from the Advisory Board to recommend to the County Commissioners/Board of Health that January be proclaimed as Radon Action Month in Richmond County.  Dr. Stevenson made the motion and Ms. Aletha Lanier seconded to recommend to the County Commissioners/Board of Health that January be proclaimed as “Radon Action Month”.  Dr. Jarrell stated the Health Department would give Radon Testing Kits to those that would like to test for radon levels in their home.

Bad Debt Write-Offs - Dr. Jarrell explained that bad debt write-offs are debts incurred by clinic patients who have been billed but have not paid on their accounts during the past year.  Each year these debts are brought to the board members for their approval to be written off as bad debts.  Dr. Jarrell stated that if any of these patients come back to the Health Department for services, their debts would be reinstated. The total for bad debt write-offs presented  is $297.41.  Dr. Jarrell asked for approval from the board to present the bad debt write-offs to the County Commissioners/Board of Health.  By a motion from Jon Marks, seconded by Paul Smart,   it was unanimously carried to submit the bad debt write-offs for approval.

Informal Discussion:
None

Adjournment:
There being no further business for discussion, Chairperson Ussery called for a motion to adjourn.  A motion was offered by Jon Marks, seconded by Rick Sago; and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.



___________________________________		______________________________
Dr. Tommy Jarrell, Health & Human			Mr. Thad Ussery, Chairperson
    Services Director 					Health & Human Services Advisory Board
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