
RICHMOND COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
Richmond County Planning/Zoning Board of Adjustments

221 South Hancock St~ P.O. Box 504
Rockingham, NC 28380

910-417-4917

November 7, 2016 7:00PM

The Richmond County Planning and Zoning Board met for a Regular Meeting on 
Monday, November 7, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. with the following present:  Harvey Melton,
Fred Morris, Gerald Witherspoon, Greg Norton, Mark Savage and Willa Spivey- Not 
present: Richard Williams, and Tim Hayden

I.     Call to Order

Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Harvey Melton.   Invocation was 
given by Fred Morris

II.     Approval of Agenda

By a motion of Greg Norton, seconded by Gerald Witherspoon and by             
unanimous vote, Motion carried 

III.      Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting

By a motion of Gerald Witherspoon, seconded by Mark Savage and by 
unanimous vote, Motion carried

IV.      Board of Adjustments

1. Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 2016-5: Daniel Morman wishes to open a 
Golf (Driving) Range on SR 1801 Green Chapel Church Road Hamlet. Pin
numbers for the parcels are listed as 840000401404 and 830900492874 in 
the Richmond County Tax Office. 

Public Hearing was opened by Harvey Melton at 7:03 PM.  Mr. Melton 
read the case law summary statement Tracy Parris was sworn in and read 
the case report summary

Mr. Daniel Morman (The Vault Group, LLC) wishes to open and operate a
golf driving range on parcel(s) 840000401404 and 830900492874.  The 
hours of operation will be Spring/Summer 11am – 7 pm and Fall/Winter 
11am – 5pm.  Mr. Morman anticipates three employees on staff and no 
plans for expansion.  Green Chapel Church Road will be the point of 



access to the commercial purpose business.  There will be a 16’ x 16’ 
building/shed attached on the site.  Parcel 840000401404 has been 
recorded at the Register of Deeds into Mr. Morman’s company name (The
Vault Group, LLC).  Parcel 830900492874 (3.90 Acres from a split with 
parcel 830900397574 will need to be purchased by Daniel Morman (The 
Vault Group, LLC) with a clear deed to opening and operating business.   
The parcel is zoned Rural Residence (R-R).  The property is not in a 
watershed.  Property is approximately +/- 15.20 Acres which includes 
both parcels.  The Golf Driving Range has been categorized as Table of 
Use #6.20, C (11) Activity conducted primarily outside enclosed buildings
or structures.

Daniel Morman
122 Ashmont Drive
Kannapolis, NC

I had an idea about 15 years ago while playing golf with my daddy that I 
would open a driving range.  I promised that I would buy and start a golf 
range and make it part of the community.  I have the means and resources 
to make it nice and have it be a part of the community.  My dad is 82 years
old and this will give him a purpose to get up in the morning and go hit 
some golf balls.  I wanted to do this for the citizens of Richmond County.

Sandra Blackmon
4129 Dinglewood Ave
Charlotte, NC

I am currently in legal proceedings for a portion of the land.  Ms. 
Blackmon stated that she doesn’t see how you can purchase property from 
someone who doesn’t own it.  Her family has owned the property since 
1948.

Tax records show that Mr. Antonio Blue owns the property of the 2 acres 
in front portion.  Mr. Morman has clear title to get back to the other 
portion of the land.

Public Hearing was closed by Harvey Melton at 7:13pm.

County Planner Tracy Parris stated that no one has contacted her about the
issue on Driggers Drive.  There are no netting requirements.

Mr. Morman stated that he is putting up netting around the property.  The 
netting will be 15ft or higher.  He will get with Mrs. Parris in regards to 
the information for the netting.



By a motion of Mark Savage that approval be granted to Mr. Morman as 
long as Mr. Morman can show he has a clear title in his name for both 
parcels and Mr. Morman put up netting on the left side at a standard height
for golf courses.  Seconded, by Gerald Witherspoon and by unanimous 
vote, Motion carried 

2. Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 2016-6: Mark Atkeson and Brian Elkins 
wish to open a Firing Range on a parcel located off Green Road. Pin 
numbers for the parcel is 743800888318 in the Richmond County Tax 
Office. 

Public Hearing was opened by Harvey Melton at 7:21 PM.  Mr. Melton 
read the case law summary statement Tracy Parris was sworn in and read 
the case report summary

Mark Atkeson and Brian Elkins wishes to open a firing range on parcel 
7430800888318.  The hours of operation will be 8am – 8 pm Monday 
through Friday with most days closing at 5pm and occasional weekends.  
There will be a locked gate at the border of the property.  No full time 
instructors are on site.  The firing range would be a facility, which would 
be open to different agencies to bring groups to fire on the range.  The site 
is not open to the general public.  

The parcel is zoned Agricultural Residential (A-R) and is in a Watershed 
IV Balance.  The property under consideration is located off Green Road 
and listed as 743800888318 in the Richmond County Tax Records.  
Property is approximately +/- 232 acres.  Staff has categorized as a Firing 
Range- Table of Use #6.30, C (5).  A dedicated public (commercial 
purpose) 30’ right of way signed by each parcel owner giving vehicular 
roadway access from Green Road to parcel 743800888318, along with a 
recorded survey of the dedicated right of way will be required before 
operations may begin.

Mark Atkeson
183 White Rock Place
Vass, NC

This facility will be exclusively for law enforcement and military groups.  
These groups have their own safety officer and will lease the space.  Each 
range will have no less than 15ft side walls and no less than 20ft high back
walls to ensure safety.  The ranges will have distances varying from 50 
meters up to 1300 meters.  The ranges are approximately 100ft wide.  The 
facility will be located 1 mile from paved road and structure easements.  
Shooting will be 1 mile down range of houses or road.  Facility will be 
leased to trained students which will be local law enforcement and 
military.  I have spoken with the Chief Deputy Sheriff and extended an 



invitation to his department.  Each range will be protected by an earth 
berm.  Long range is more the competition shooter and will not be open to 
the public.  

Greg Norton asked to make sure he understood that they had spoken to 
Chief Deputy and if not rented then they would allow them to come out at 
no charge.

Mr. Atkeson stated that he was correct.  As long as it wasn’t booked, then 
local law enforcement could use facility.

Harvey Melton asked about the building on the property.

Mr. Atkeson stated that it would be a 50 x 100 storage facility with a 
landing zone located near the building.  There will be emergency medical 
bags located at each range.  A code will be established for the 
communication system.  I’m a fireman and I started meeting people that 
saw a need for this type of facility.

Michael Kane, Civil Engineer
7925 Ragan Rd
Apex, NC

We want to keep footprints as small as possible.  Senator has easement 
access.  There will be forest tree mulcher used and there should be no 
erosions.  There will be no occupied structure.  The proposed structure 
will be for storing material and props for the ranges.  Current plans are to 
have port-a-johns but more permanent facilities in the long range.  It is 
about approximately 230 acres.  

Jeffrey Thurow
6161 Seven Lakes West
West End, NC

I am retired Army.  I spent 21 years at Bragg as Command Sargent.  Work
with D Company which is a training company.  We learned a lot of 
lessons while overseas the hard way.  We want to give back that 
information to the law enforcement and military groups.  This allows us to
give back to the communities in which we live and work.  I live in Moore 
County. We have brought 6 programs to North Carolina.  D Company & 
Mark have worked together before and want to bring this opportunity here.
Focus will be on training and good shooting ranges are hard to find.  We 
have been to DeWitt’s, State ranges and the area near Millstone in which 
we stayed in the cabins.  We are looking for the next level to bring to local
area for training.  We currently have contracts with the Air Force and 
other local agencies across the country.



Mark Atkeson stated that the ranges will open in stages and the plan is to 
be open by spring.  This will be the only 1200ft range for military on the 
East coast.  This range will be different from others but have the same 
clients.

William Wilke
145 Allen Hill Road
Canton, NC

I am the property owner of 486 Green Road which I purchased 20 years 
ago.  I was 20 years law enforcement and 28 years military.  I have hiked 
on this land and I have taken my family too.  I have put my own money 
into this area at times.  The permit doesn’t show the ranges.  There are no 
two wheel vehicles allowed in that area.  The property is leased to hunting 
clubs.  The area gets very wet at times.  I have some major concerns.  1)  
Wildlife and Environmental impact in the area.  2) Traffic in the area 
going in across from my property.  I would like to see an Environmental 
impact study done on this area before a decision is made.

Fred Morris asked if this had access to Mr. Wilke property.

Mr. Wilke stated that his property is approximately 100 meters south and 
across on Green road.  There are two established hunt clubs.  The area is a 
wetland.  Grading is hard due to the road washing out.  I am not necessary 
opposed to it just want to make sure the environment and wildlife are 
taken care of in the area.

Greg Norton asked Mr. Wilke if he had a copy of the statement about the 
wildlife impact

Mr. Wilke stated that he could get in touch with them to get the statement.

Gerald Sturdivant

I am the owner of property across the road from the club.  You can only 
get on the property with four wheel drive.  There are wet areas.  My 
concerns are heavy traffic, berms wash, high elevation and no two wheel 
drive in those areas.  Two hunt clubs are in the area and they will be down 
range to this property.  They have leased the property for over 20 years.  I 
am concerned about the wildlife and the hunters in that area.

Kelly Elkins
106 Baybrook CT
Cary, NC



Mark is a former EMS, Brian is retired FBI
I support them fully.  They are men of good character and have 
backgrounds in all areas.  They are thoughtful and make sure there are 
plans in place for their facilities.

There will be no commercial road to the property.  Senator McInnis stated 
that they could come in off River Road.

Southeastern Hunt Club uses the south location of Cagle Grave Road.

If there are safety concerns, we can look at other options for the ranges.  
The long range is not for beginners and the 300 meters is for hand guns.  
This is not a public facility so it will not be open to your average person.  
This is more military and law enforcement.  We can look at shooting to 
the north.  We can make changes to the area.

The ranges are elevated with full access pathways.  Once we know if we 
are granted Conditional Use approval, we will finalize with the Senator.  
We can work with property owners.

Public Hearing was closed by Harvey Melton at 8:00 PM

Gerald Witherspoon asked if easement was locked in and if there was a 
property contract with hunting club listed on the offer to purchase.  
Southeastern contract lease was for 5 months and ends in March each year

Greg Norton asked if they had a number for starting out.

They would like to do 10 one week classes for the first year

Greg Norton asked if they would be during certain times of the year

It all depends because the groups usually try to use their training money 
early in the fiscal year February and March.  August and September is 
usually booked too.

Greg Norton stated that he wanted to make sure he understood the 
background.  Around 27 years of military experience with gun range 
weapons. Primary instructor at the facility with range training from Fort 
Bragg and it will be primary pistol.



There will be 5 to 6 primary instructors.  A range instructor over use and 
we will bring military safety side to the facility.  The range will have the 
same control as the range controller on a military base.

Harvey Melton asked if it would be safe since it is surrounded by hunt 
clubs and residents

Fred Morris stated that he has safety concerns

Willa Spivey stated that she has environmental concerns.  She asked if it 
was considered then is it range construction standard

Greg Norton stated that he would like an expert opinion and the guidelines

There will be military guidelines and Army range specifications

Gerald Witherspoon asked if there would be an exterior fence

There are about 3 years of brush.  The perimeter will be 15 feet wide and 
marked with signs.  It will be back from the property lines with 15ft side 
walls.  Back wall will be 20ft minimal. It will be about 1 mile off paved 
road.

Gerald Witherspoon concerned that hunting dogs would go into the area 
and the hunter would follow.  How would they be aware of them shooting 
at the ranges?

There will be notifications such as a Red flag for the daytime hours and 
Red light for the evening/night hours.  Close off access roads 

By a motion of Fred Morris to continue until we receive engineering 
plans, range configuration, safety regulations and any Army regulations 
are presented to the board.  Seconded, by Greg Norton and by unanimous 
vote, Motion carried.

Next meeting will be Tuesday, December 13th at 7:00pm

V.       Planning Board

RZT 2016-2Accessory Dwelling Units-discussion was brought up about there 
should be no restrictions on whether the applicant lived in the primary 
dwelling or the accessory dwelling. 

By a motion of Mark Savage seconded by Greg Norton and by unanimous 
vote, Motion carried



RZT 2016-4 Planning Board unanimously approved sending request to 
include as a conditional use within the HCO 23.10 Bus Stations and 23.20 
Taxi.

RZT 2016-5 Temporary Certificate-Board approved unanimously to send to 
the BOC a request to expand the language in the ordinance as it relates to 
temporary certificates. 

RZM 2016-1- Board approved to send map rezoning to the Board of 
Commissioners with stipulation of 20-83A to be included. Ordinance 20-83A 
is a Building Permit Moratorium while a petition for change of zoning is 
pending.

By a motion of Greg Norton seconded by Mark Savage and by unanimous 
vote, Motion carried

VI.       Staff Comments
No Comments

VII. Board Comments
No Comments

VIII. Adjournment

By a motion of Greg Norton seconded by Gerald Witherspoon and by 
unanimous vote, Motion carried

Meeting closed at 8:41pm


